10                                THE NAMING.                        CHAP, I,

according to this  rule,  the child at its birth had received
the name of Meer G-olam Hyder, or Syed Sufdur Aliee, it

Allee-oon-Moortooza.    Therefore, to  nickname  Soonnees,
clearly evinces a spirit of ill-will, and a wish to slander.
The Soonnees, on the other hand, maliciously term the Sheeahs,
Rafzees (i. e. heretics, rejectors, or abusers) ; because they reject the
following- three companions of the Prophet; viz.
1st. His highness Ameer-ool Momeeneen Aboo Bukur Siddeeq, the
son of Qahafa (may God reward him!), his highness the prophet's (the
blessing- and peace of God, &c.) father-in-law, the father of Beebee
A-ay-sha (may God reward her!).
2d. His highness Ameer-ool Momeeneen Oomur, son of Klmttab
(may God reward them!), also the prophet's (the blessing, &e,) father-
in-law, and the father of Beebee Hufusa.
3d. His highness Ameer-ool Momeeneen Oosman, the son 'of
Afan (may God reward them !), his highness the prophet's (the
blessing, &c.) son-in-law, and the husband of Beebee Kooqeea. On
the demise of Rooqeea, the prophet gave him in marriage a second
daughter named Oom-e-Koolsoom; and owing to this circumstance,
Mohummud Moostufla (the blessing, &e.) named Oosman, Zin Noor-
rain, signifying ' be thou master of two lights (i. e. lights of his eyes)
alias daughters.
The Sheeahs consider the three above-mentioned worthies, and
many of the other companions of the prophet, as wicked men, and
hold them in the utmost contempt; and in speaking of them, make use
of such mean expressions as does not become me to mention.
Some of them, in their arithmetical calculations, never utter the
number four ; and others, instead of using a country cot (or bed) with
four legs (called charpaee, which means literally four-legged), have one
with six, and name it ch?Jiay-paee (or six-legged).
Others again, should they ever have allowed the word four inad-
vertently to escape their tongue, instantly go and gargle their throats j
or in meeting a Soonnee, should they have kissed his hands (which
they do agreeably to their mode of saluting a friend), they perform
wuzoo {or ablutions, vide chap. xiii. sect. 1.) immediately after.
In some countries they write the names of the three companions on
a piece of paper and wear it on the soles of their feet, as the most
marked token of disrespect and contempt that they can shew towards
them.
Real Rafzees and Kharjees are guilty of many base acts.
Among various others, it is customary with the former to celebrate
in the month Buqur Eed, a feast called Gudeer ; on which -occasion
they form three hollow images of dough composed of wheaten flour, and
fill